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UPDATE

Reporting bioethics

As a satellite activity to the BIONET conference, the Science
and Development Network (SciDev.Net) organised a one-day
capacity building workshop at the Institute of Science and
Technology Journalism and Communication, Hunan University
in Changsha. The workshop received funding and support from
Bertelsmann Stiftung and the China Science Reporting Network.
A total of 53 science and health journalists attended. BIONET
partners Ole Doering, Qiu Renzong, Cong Yali, Zhai Xiaomei,
Herbert Gottweis, Christoph Rehmann-Sutter and Lu Guangxiu
all made presentations. The workshop covered some common
ethical issues in biomedical researches, China’s regulatory
system in biomedical ethics as well as practical guides and
analysis in reporting ethics-related researches and practice.
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BIONET junior researchers network
The second round of BIONET student
exchanges are currently taking place.
Anika Mitzkat of the University of WittenHerdecke in Germany spent three months
in Changsha from March to May 2008
carrying out qualitative social research at
the CITIC-Xianya Hospital of Reproduction
and Genetics, Changsha. Her project
concerns patients’ views on embryo
donation to stem cell research in the IVF
process. She also gave a presentation of
her preliminary ideas and findings at the
Changsha conference. Chen Haidan of
Zhejiang University in Hangzhou, China is
spending one month in the United Kingdom
and Austria (May-June 2008) as she works

on her PhD project entitled ‘Regenerating
China: Stem Cell Politics in Transition’. In
the United Kingdom she will be attending
the kick-off meeting at York University of the
‘Regenerative medicine in Europe: emerging
needs and challenges in a global context’
project and in Austria she will visit BIONET
partners at the University of Austria. Finally,
Sui Suli of the University of Amsterdam
who is currently doing research on genetic
counselling in China, will in September
2008 carry out comparative research in the
United Kingdom on a project entitled ‘The
Practice of Genetic Counselling in the UK
– comparing governance and practice of
genetic counselling in China and the UK’.

BIONET workshop
on clinical trials
in Xi’an
The next BIONET event will be a
workshop on the topic of the ethical
governance of clinical trials research
which will be held in Xi’an from 9-12
September 2008. The workshop
which is being organised and hosted
by BIONET partner Professor Zhai
Xiaomei of the Peking Union Medical
College and Professor Qiu Renzong
of the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences will address some of the
numerous challenges facing European
and Chinese researchers who enter into
research collaborations in the field of
clinical trials research. These challenges
included informed consent processes
and the dangers of therapeutic
misconception, conflicts of interest,
benefit sharing as well as use of placebo
arms. Around 50 experts from China
and Europe will attend the workshop.

BIONET Roadmap
Workshop 3 (September 2008) is on the topic of ‘Clinical Research and Clinical Research Organisations in EU-China research – ethics and
governance issues’ while the 4th and final workshop will be on “Biobanking and Genomic Research” and will be organised by Yang Huanming
of the Beijing Genomics Institute.
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